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REPORT 


To the Mayor and Aldermen, and the Common Council . 
_ 1. of the City of New. Bedford : 


GENTLEMEN : 


THE Trustees of he New Bedford Free Public Li- 
brary, in the discharge of a duty placed upon them by 
the Ordinance for its establishment, respectfully beg 
leave to lay before you their Fourth Annual Report. 

So familiar have the inhabitants of our City become, 
through the former Reports of the Managers and their 
own experience, with the history, plan and condition 
of the Public Library, that we are not, as we believe, 
now called upon to enter much into detail upon enor 
of these subjects. 

Should any wish or necessity exist for information 
upon these points, we would respectfully refer the 
members of the City Council and the public generally, 
to the former communications from this body. 
We would, however, impelled by the same feelings 
which have prompted our predecessors to adopt the 
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language of earnestness and satisfaction in their An- 
nual communications to the ‘authorities of the City, 
with all the sincerity and pleasure which have marked 
the addresses of former bodies, present to you the ex- 
pression of our confidence in the plan upon which the 
Library 1s founded, and our congratulations at the : 
success Which has attended the enterprise. 
The successful experience of another year, has given 
- increased evidence of the usefulness and stability of 
this new and most Ens feature 1 in our Te : 
~ history. 
It is undoubtedly true, that no act of the munici- 
pal authorities of New Bedford has reached, with its. 
recreative and improving operation, so large a part of 
our population, and probably none has ever met so 
universally and deeply the approbation of the people. 
How clearly and firmly has the, idea taken root. 
among us, that a Free Public Pay is the crowning 
glory SF the system of public education, which has been 
from our earliest history, the pride of Massachusetts. 
The great and important work of the education of - 
the sasuke called for an agency which should continue 
its operation when the school should give up the train 
ing of the youth, and the active anne of mature age . 
should demand a lax ge portion of the time and atten- 
tion. , 
- ‘The habit of reading, formed ann disdipuned at 
school, finds in the Public Library the means of ie 
ification and enlargement. 
| Mental culture, next to the nurture of those germs — 
of immortality and eternal lite which is man’s most ex- 
-alted prerogative, the highest privilege of our nature, 
quickened by the training which the teacher has be- 
stowed, finds encouragement for continued and expand- 
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ed effort, as hope and help are afforded by the ample 
stores of the Public Library. 

Labor, seeking rest and, recreation after the Hating | 
of toil are over, finds pleagure and. profit, innocent en- 
joyment and permanent advantage, |from the shelves 
’ of that ample collection of books which an enlightens 
ed municipal action has provided for its use. 3 

The artist and the artisan, emulous of excellence 
and eager for improvement, resort to this repository 
of the works of genius and skill, and find guidance 
and encouragement as they make themselves acquainted 
with what has already been accomplished in their re- 
spective domains, and are made hopeful and ardent in. 
their efforts after excellence. 

_ Thus among our whole people, is felt the potent and 
healthful-action of this large and carefully selected de- 
pository of literature, science and art. 

Thus among all classes, is there diffused a love of 
_ those delights which attend upon the culture and ex- 
ercise of the intellectual powers. 

Thus are the grosser and hurtful modes of recrea- 
tion avoided and discouraged, and. relaxation from toil 
is no longer, from necessity, a temptatian to injurious 
indulgence. | 

Thus is there fostered among us the love of elegance 
and refinement, a source of happiness to the possessor 
and fullof good fruit in every community, 

Thus do we encourage in their efforts after mmprove- 
ment and excellence, those who could not by their un- 
aided exertions find access to. those helps to progress 
and high attainment afforded by the recorded labors 
and discoveries of those who have trodden successfully 
the same paths before them. 

‘Thus do we, by inciting to pate Ge aoe and an 


a 
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enlarged and refined intellectual action, give strength 
and activity to the higher principles of our nature. 

Thus do we encourage the seekers after an exalting 
and refining course of, pursuit, in their search after: a 
knowledge of the good, the beautiful and the true in 
the domains of nature and art, giving a healthy and 
commanding activity to those tastes, habits and pursuits, 
which are in harmony with man’s exalted nature and 
position, and give an assurance of his alliance with the 
spiritual and divine. 

And we feel it, allowable to us to add, to this. brief 7 
enumeration of the benefits of widening and deep- 
ening the current of intellectual wealth, that its wa- 
ters are not given for man’s present well being and hap- 
piness only, but are intended to mingle in harmonious 
and aidful action, with the waters of life of that pure 
river, upon whose banks is found the tree whose leaves 
are for the healing and salvation of the nations. 

Guided by the prominent and important fact that in 
the administration of the affairs of an institution thus 
popular insits origin, and design, the reading of the 
people should be diversified and attractive, the Trus- 
tees have endeavored so to distribute their outlays as 
to meet this fundamental necessity. 

Ours is a Library for the people. ‘To meet the peo- 
ple’s wants and the people’s reasonable expectations, 
_ the books of a Library for them should be 


“6 Various, 
That the mind of desultory man, 
Studious of change and fond of novelty, : 
May be indulged.” 


Within a reasonable limit, this desire for the recent 
and novel must be recognized and gratified. The 
-neyw publications, when within the nature and means 
of our institution, must be found. upon our shelves. 
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There are attractions im a new book which some- 
times gives a charm to its pages to which it has 
‘no inherent claim. But while we have, as we believe, | 
given due heed in sentiment and action to this fact, 
and have, in this respect, met the public expectation 
and demand, we have, to a greater extent than here- 
tofore, added to the number ae volumes of the stand- 
ard literature of our language. Such books constitute 
the true wealth of every library; books of which. the 
beauty never fades, and the wisdom is for all the ages. 

Injustice is done to the popular mind, when it is 
represented as satisfied with the perusal of the light 
literature of the day. Most singularly unjust and of- 
fensive is the idea, that the vile pamphlets which are 
known as the yellow covered literature of the stews, 
are found to any considerable extent disseminated 
among the people. ‘These books, reeking with impur- 
ity and poison, filled to repletion with all that can 
stimulate the prurient thought and give fatal activity to 
the beastly appetite, are not, we are confident, often 
met with among us. 

' But it is sorrowful to believe, that, a some extent, the 
young and thoughtless of our city are exposed to the 
deadly contamination of these pernicious publications. 

We have reason to believe that the guilty vendors 
of these vile pages are here, carrying on in secret their 
horrible traffic, and doing all in their power to spread 
among our youth these polluted and polluting books. 

Let the public sentiment brand the culprit with the 
deepest marks of its execration. 

Let the public authorities bring forth from his hiding 
place this violator of human and divine enactments, 

Let the outraged law ‘visit him with its heaviest 
penalties, and shield with its protecting arm the youth 
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of our city from the ruin which he spredel around him. — 

While we know that we are comparatively free from 
the corrupting influence of the books of which, we 
have been speaking, we feel also confident, that there 
is no justice in the declaration that the public are sat-- 

-isfied with what is popularly called the light literature — 
of the press; and seek no acquaintance with the ‘more 
profitable and substantial works w hicha are placed thes 
in their reach. ee. 

We believe that there is among our soplietl an in 
creasing disposition to give their time and attention . 
less to the fictitious ct ephemeral publications of the — 
day, and more to those books, which sive to the reader | 
not only that pleasurable excitement which affords in- 
nocent recreation, but those lessons of knowledge‘and. 
wisdom which render the perusal of their pages one 
of the most profitable pursuits in which we can engage. 

We rejoice in this belief. Although we would pass 
no censure upon that course of reading which includes, 
to some extent, the light literature to be ‘found in our 
depositories, we feel anxious that such mental enter- 
tainment should oceupy a secondary place in the minds 
of. the people. We are fully assured, that when the 
pleasure and profit of a higher grade of publications 

have once found a place in our experience, but little 

- satisfaction is derived from the pages of the novels — 

and.noyeletts which fill the shelves of the ciretiaae 
library iisiteeetet 
The work of training the mind’ toa fide for 
reading should be commenced in early life. The habit 
of reading should ,be early formed. And while the 
young are still. under the guidance and control of the 
parent and the-teacher, should the foundation be laid, 
of that habit of healthful discrimination which -will — 
4 | 
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lead, in maturer age, to the rejection of the merely 
frivolous and exciting, and to the choice of such books 
as will carry forward in the mind and heart the work 
which anxious and judicious parents and experienced 
and interested teachers, have commenced. 

We would counsel the parent to give earnest heed 
to this important subject. The books that his child is 
reading are doing a work of good or evil in the sus- 
ceptible mind of his offspring, and in this branch of 
his traming, as in every other, will it be found to be 
true 

“That as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined.” 

Itis not a habit of reading, merely, that brings pleas- 
ure and profit in its train. 

A depraved appetite may be created which seeks 
eratification at the sacrifice of the highest good of the 
mind and heart. 

But this can be guarded against, if, as the mental 
powers expand, they are exercised and disciplined, and 
nourished, by a course of reading and study which 
shall give them access to the pure fountains of our 
higher literature. The children of our schools should 
read, not only that they may learn that important art, 
but that the love of the true, the beautiful and good, 
may be awakened and cherished. 

The use of good books, as instruments for training 
the young, has not been allowed its due importance by 
the teachers and superintendents of our schools and 
academies. 

Reading and Grammar, while they have occupied a 
prominent place upon the list of studies, have too gen- 
erally had attached to them a meaning so restricted 
and technical, that they have failed to fulfill the impor- 


tant work which truly belongs to them. If the max- 
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ims and definitions of Lindley Murray are recognized — 
as the supreme law, and every word and sentence ar- 
ranged and spoken in strict conformity with some one 
of the legion of the manuals of those language-mon-- 
gers whose Grammars have become a nuisance among — 
us, the work is supposed to be accomplished. | 

But all this may be done, and the disciple of Murray 
remain without any just conception of the powers and 
beauties of our noble language. All this may be done, 
and yet the reading of the scholar be utterly powerless. 
All this may be done, and yet the reader may not have 
the least apprehension of those niceties of meaning, 
those felicities of phrase and that profundity of 
thought, which constitute the excellence of the com- 
position. 

These remarks are not, we would respectfully sub- 
mit, irrelevant to the object of this report. The pur- 
poses of the Free Public Library are the recreation, 
elevation and improvement of the public mind. The 
books to accomplish this work must be read, and read 
with a capacity to apprehend their meaning and with 
a mind trained to a love of the beautiful and true. 

The books of our Library best fitted to carry for- 
ward the work of education, commenced in the Public 
School, are those which will not be read at all, or if 
read, will not be appreciated, by those who come forth 
from our schools destitute of the tastes and tendencies 
which seek opportunities for elevation and improvement. 

Deeply impressed with this truth, and clearly con- 
vineced of the potential position of our higher litera- 
ture in the work of training for usefulness and happi- 
ness the minds and hearts of the people, we have felt 
it to be our duty to call the attention of parents and 
teachers to this subject. 
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A great and good work will have been eftected, when. 
all our teachers shall clearly understand, and under- 
standingly inculcate the sentiment, that correct read- 
ing is not an attractive and powerful delivery; and 
that a memory loaded by flattery or flagellation with 
every particle of the weariness of Murray and Brown, 
furnishes but little aid in the work of obtaining an 
accurate and extensive knowledge of our noble Eng- 
lish tongue. 

A knowledge of language and the ability to use it 
rightly, and fully to understand the written thoughts 
of others, or effectually to give them utterance, are ac- 
quisitions which follow a diligent and comprehensive 
study of the writings of those master minds, whose 
genius and labor have built up the massive and beau- 
tiful structure of English literature. 

A mind thus prepared to appreciate: and enjoy the 
books of a well selected depository, can understand 
and appreciate the language of the poet in his address 
to the silent teachers upon the shelves of his library: 


“ Whether ’tis yours to lead the willing mind 
Through history’s mazes, and the turnings find ; 
Or whether led by science, ye retire, — 

Lost and bewildered in the vast desire; 
Whether the muse invites you to her bowers, 
And crowns your placid brows with living flowers ; 
Or godlike wisdom teaches you to show 

The noblest road to happiness below ; 

Or men and manners prompt the easy page 

To mark the flying follies of the age: 

Whatever good ye boast, that good impart ; 
Inform the head and rectify the heart.” 


During the year ending the 4th instant, there have 
been taken from the Library, twenty-three thousand two 
hundred and forty books. 
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The number of new cards issued within the same 
period is seven hundred and fifty-four. 

The whole number of cards issued is three thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-seven. 

The number of books out at this time is about twelve | 
hundred. 

Nine hundred and seventy-nine volumes have been, 
added to the Library. 

Of this number, one hundred and five are donations. 

The number of volumes now belonging to the Li- 
brary is rising nine thousand. 

We would respectfully recommend to the City Gov- 
ernment an appropriation of the same sum for the 
maintenance and increase of the Library as has been 
for the last two years, devoted to this object. This 
sum has been found sufficient to pay the annual ex- 
penses, preserve the Library from deterioration, and 
allow of an outlay for books sufficiently large to meet 
the reasonable expectations of the public. 

The Trustees of the Library, in their last Annual 
Report, use the following language with reference to a 
building for its safety and accommodation: 

“ While the Board would express themselves satisfied 
with the appropriation which was last year voted to the 
“support, maintenance and increase’ of the Public Li- 
brary, and believe that the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars for the next year will be sufficient to sustain it in 
a creditable and useful position, they feel bound to call 
the attention of the City Government to the fact that 
more extensive and securer pa messi are demanded 
for its accommodation. 

“The rooms now occupied by the Library are limit- 
ed and unsafe. The public need better accommoda- 
tions, and the books a safer depository. Our rooms 
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are often too crowded for safety, comfort or conven- 
ience. Our books, now a large and valuable collection, 
are every moment exposed to destruction. We feel 
bound to state these facts without circumlocution or 
qualification. 

“The public good, in its highest and most compre- 
hensive meaning, demands, in our opinion, a deposi- 
tory for the Public Library, more extensive and more 
secure. ‘The value of the books it contains, and the 
position it now occupies in the public mind, claim for 
it the means of a safer and more advantageous ar- 
rangement for its keeping and its use. In what way 
shall these objects so desirable, may we not say indis- 
pensable, be obtained? How shall this great and im- 
minent want be met?” , 

The operations of the City Council during the year, 
render it apparent, that these views in relation to more 
convenient and safer accommodations for the Library, 
were met with favor on the part of its members. The 
response to the earnest questioning of the Trustees, 
was a liberal and sufficient appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a building for the New Bedford Free Public 
Library, | 

But another year has passed by and the books are 
still where they long have been ; imperfectly arranged, 
because space is wanting to have them otherwise, and 
constantly exposed to loss, injury and destruction, and 
the public are still suffering from the restricted accom- 
modations allowed them when they visit the Library. 

It belongs not to us to review the proceedings of the 
City authorities in relation to this subject, with a view 
to the determination of the question, why, with a Coun- 
cil unanimous in its action upon the proposition to erect 


a building for the Library, the building is not erected, 
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and the books still remain in their exposed and incon- 
venient location. 

It would have been highly gratifying to the Board, 
had they been called upon to discharge any service, 
however humble, in the important work of providing 
for the City a building for its Library, worthy of the 
wealth, liberality and intelligence of our inhabitants, 
and of that prompt, decisive and liberal action which 
marked the proceedings that resulted in the appro- 
priation for this purpose. 

But while the execution of this enlightened and 
generous design must be left with their ‘successors, it 
will always remain an honorable distinction of the 
present Municipal Body, that they have laid the foun- 
dation for its ultimate accomplishment. 

We would most respectfully avoid any expression 
of feeling or opinion, that does not belong to the posi- 
tion we occupy in relation to this subject, as the ser- 
vants of the Council. We have set forth the wants . 
of the Library. We have shown the necessity for 
ampler and safer accommodations. We have endeay- 
ored to present to you a faithful statement of the pub- 
lic wants and the public wishes. It only remains for 
us to express the hope, that it may be found in accor- 
dance with the public convenience, and a proper re- 
gard to prudence and economy to have no further delay 
in the commencement of this important undertaking. 

The year that has passed, like those which have 
preceded it, since the opening of the Library, has af- 
forded evidence of the interest with which it is re- 
garded by the friends of “amore genial culture” both 
at home and abroad. 


Books and other publications have been received as 
follows : 
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From Mrs. Eliza Wood, Charles L. Flint, Esq., Sec- 
retary of the Board of Agriculture, the Hon. J. H. W. 
Page, of Boston, the Hon. Thomas D. Eliot, Prof. 
Louis Agassiz, through the Hon. John H. Clifford, A. 
D. Bache, Esq., Superintendent of the Coast Survey, 
Martyn. Paine, Esq., Thomas A. Greene, Esq., J. B. 
Congdon, Esq., the Hon. Shepherd Knapp, of New 
York, Charles Johnson, Esq., of Norwich, Henry C. 
Carey, Esq, of Philadelphia, Messrs. Lindsay & Black- 
stone, of Philadelphia, Doct. Edward Jarvis, of Dor- 
chester, John Hartshorn, Esq., of Boston, the Smith- 
sonian Institute, the Connecticut Horticultural Soci- 
ety, the State of New York, the Board of Education 
of the State of New York, the Commissioner of Pa- 
tents, the State of Pennsylvania, and the Commission- 
ers of the Boston Public Library, by the Hon. Robert 
C. Winthrop. | 

Some of the. works thus received are rare and val- 
uable, all useful, and all more than welcome. In ac- 
cordance with our duty and our rules, we have already 
expressed our thanks to the generous donors for their 
’ valuable contributions. "We would, however, in this 
public and general manner, convey to them on behalf 
of our City, a renewed declaration of our grateful feel- 
ings. May this thoughtful regard for the welfare and 
progress of our highly cherished Institution continue 
and increase; so that every year the Trustees may be 
called upon to discharge the pleasing duty of making 
public a long and continually lengthening list of its 
friends and benefactors. 

We would close our Report by recommending the 
Free Public Library to the continued regard and fos- 
tering care of the Government and the People, 
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A small balance remains on the books of the City 
Treasurer to the credit of the account. | 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE HOWLAND, Jr., 
Mayor of the City, and, ex-officro. 
Pres’t of the Board of Trustees. 


Apner J. Parprs, SEc’Y. 


